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Albert Walker; Maurice Cooley, Director of Af-
rican American Programs at Marshall Univer-
sity; Dr. Shari Williams-Clarke, Vice President
for Marshall University Multicultural Affairs; Lo-
retta Young, Vice President for Development
at Concord University; and Roslyn Clark-Artis,
Executive Vice President at Mountain State
University, are an inspiration to us all.

Too often, the history of black Americans is
not fully taught or remembered. With the in-
domitable spirit of Dr. Carter G. Woodson and
new leaders such as President Barack
Obama, African Americans in southern West
Virginia and across the country are making
great progress. Let us take this Black History
Month to celebrate the African American con-
tributions to the greatness of West Virginia
and to commend those carrying on this proud
tradition of service today.

HONORING MR. ERNIE CHAMBERS

HON. LEE TERRY

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 26, 2009

Mr. TERRY. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
order to honor a great constituent in my dis-
trict, Mr. Ernie Chambers.

Ernie Chambers is a former Nebraska State
Senator and current member of the Omaha
Learning Community.

As a member of the Nebraska legislature,
he served longer than any other member had
and up until this year, he was the Legislature’s
lone African-American member. As a State
Senator, he was a voice for the residents of
north Omaha and he always asked the tough
questions. While some of his colleagues might
have disagreed with him from time to time, he
earned their respect and demonstrated a great
passion in his work.

Mr. Chambers is a graduate of Omaha Cen-
tral High School and Creighton University
School of Law. It is my pleasure to recognize
State Senator Ernie Chambers and thank him
for his years of service to the great city of
Omaha.
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Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the most recent achievement of
one of college basketball’'s premier coaches.
On February 25, 2009, the University of Con-
necticuts Men’s Basketball program cele-
brated a 93-82 win over Marquette University.
Not just a typical victory in another impressive
season for the Huskies, this victory was also
the 800th in the career of Coach Jim Calhoun.
Coach Calhoun is just the seventh coach in
men’s college basketball to reach this historic
milestone, joining legends such as Bobby
Knight, Dean Smith and Adolph Rupp.

Coach Calhoun’s’ career as a basketball
coach began in 1966 when he served as an
assistant at his alma mater, American Inter-
national College in Springfield, MA. Calhoun
stayed at AIC until 1968 when he became a
high school basketball coach in Old Lyme,
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Connecticut. He stayed in the high school
ranks for a brief period until 1972, when he
assumed the role of head coach at North-
eastern University in Boston, Massachusetts.
Calhoun’s squad came to dominate the East-
ern College Athletic Conference, leading those
Huskies to a 248-137 record in 14 seasons
that included 5 league tournament champion-
ships and 4 outright regular season champion-
ships.

In May of 1986, Coach Calhoun assumed
the role of head basketball coach at the Uni-
versity of Connecticut. Since that time, UConn
has become the Big East Conference’s pre-
mier basketball program. Just two years later,
Coach Calhoun won his first national title
when UConn defeated Ohio State in the 1988
National Invitational Tournament with Phil
Gamble and future NBA all star Clifford Robin-
son leading the way.

During his 22+ seasons at the University of
Connecticut, Coach Calhoun has led the
Huskies to ten Big East regular season titles,
six Big East tournament titles, an NIT title and
2 NCAA titles in 1999 and 2004. During his
tenure, Calhoun has coached more than two
dozen players who have moved onto the NBA,
including perennial stars such as Ray Allen,
Richard Hamilton and Emeka Okafor.

Coach Calhoun has received countless
awards and has been consistently recognized
for his remarkable career. In 2005, Coach Cal-
houn’s career came full circle as he returned
to Springfield, Massachusetts, where he start-
ed his basketball career. There, Coach Cal-
houn joined the ranks of basketball’s greats
when he was enshrined in the Dr. James
Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame. Coach Cal-
houn is also a member of the American Inter-
national College and Northeastern University
Hall of Fame and has been awarded the John
Wooden “Legends of Coaching Award” for his
lifetime of service.

Coach Calhoun’s positive contributions to
Connecticut are not limited to the basketball
court. He has contributed huge sums of per-
sonal wealth to hospitals, charities and civic
causes—often times with little fanfare. He is a
strong voice for “Coaches Against Cancer”,
advocating for a stronger national effort to
cure cancer and raising private funds for re-
search and treatment.

The most impressive contribution | believe
was his willingness to publicly share his per-
sonal battle against three bouts of cancer—
educating and inspiring patients and families
all across America to fight this illness and con-
tinue with their regular lives.

For more than two decades, Coach Cal-
houn’s coaching prowess has been well
known to the people of eastern Connecticut.
For those of us who have the honor of calling
him our friend, and for the scores of Husky
hoops fans across the state and the country,
we congratulate Coach Jim Calhoun on this
historic achievement and wish him well as he

continues his leadership of our beloved
Huskies.
———
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Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker,
today | rise to pay tribute to Mrs. Jeris
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Lampkin Smith on the occasion of her retire-
ment from the United States District Court,
Southern District of Florida’s Probation Office
after 32 years of service and dedication. Mrs.
Lampkin Smith will retire from the position of
Supervising United States Probation Officer in
the State of Florida, and can look back on a
proud career of service and distinction in com-
munity leadership.

A native Floridian, Mrs. Lampkin Smith
graduated from Middleton High School in
Tampa, and in order to further her education,
she attended Florida Agricultural & Mechanical
University and received a Bachelor of Science
degree. On April 25, 1977, Mrs. Lampkin
Smith was appointed the first African-Amer-
ican female probation officer by Chief United
States District Judge C. Clyde Atkins. Ulti-
mately, Mrs. Lampkin Smith became the first
person of color to be promoted to the position
of Supervising United States Probation Office
in the State of Florida. She was not joined by
any other African-American officer until 1983.

Mrs. Lampkin Smith had a distinguished 32
year career working for the Southern District
of Florida Probation Office. The United States
Probation Office in the Southern District of
Florida is one of 94 federal judicial districts na-
tionwide. U.S. Probation officers play an inte-
gral role in the administration of justice by pro-
tecting our communities by monitoring offend-
ers and enforcing Court Orders, as well as
promoting positive individual change by ad-
dressing offenders’ needs through effective
use of community resources.

In an effort to compliment her professional
achievements, Mrs. Lampkin Smith is involved
with various organizations such as a charter
member and former president of the Dade
County Chapter of The Links, Incorporated;
life member and Regional Foundational Mem-
ber at Large for Jack & Jill of America, Foun-
dation, Washington, DC; member of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated; and life
member of the Black United States Probation
and Pretrial Services Association and NAACP.

This public servant is married to Herbert B.
Smith and has one daughter, Courtney Smith.
In retirement, Mrs. Lampkin Smith plans to
continue to develop her new career as an
event planner, travel the world and play golf
with her husband.

Mrs. Lampkin Smith is an outstanding Amer-
ican worthy of our collective honor and appre-
ciation. It is with deep respect and admiration
that | commend Mrs. Jeris Lampkin for her 32
years of service to the South Florida area, and
wish her and her family the very best in retire-
ment.

THE STUDENT PROTECTION ACT
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Mr. PUTNAM. Madam Speaker, on January
28, 2009, | reintroduced the Student Protec-
tion Act, a measure aimed at protecting our
Nation’s classrooms from repeat sexual preda-
tors within our school systems.

The Student Protection Act requires uniform
reporting requirements for eligible school sys-
tem employees accused of sexual misconduct
against a student, consistent with established
guidelines for reporting child abuse; it requires
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